
Adding and or updating the Area and Acres items for Shape Files

1. Open the themes attribute table by clicking on the “Open Theme Table” button.

2. Start editing the tables by selecting <Table> <Start Editing> from the menu.

3. Create the Area field by selecting <Edit> <Add
Field>.  Name the field “Area”, The type should be
“Number”, and the Width should be left as 16 with 0
Decimal places.  Click on “OK”.

4. Update the values in the new Area 
field. In the table select the Area item 
by clicking on the word “Area”.  
The box around the item name “Area” 
should be gray now. Click on the 
“Calculate” button (The calculator icon .
In the Field Calculator box double click
on [Shape]. This will move the word 
[Shape] to the formula box. Then add
“.returnarea” to the line by typing it.
The line in the formula box should look
like “[Shape].returnarea”.  Then click on
“OK”.  This will update the area field with square map units.  Most of our map units are in
meters.

5. Create the Acres field by selecting <Edit> <Add
Field>. Name the field “Acres”, The type should be
“Number” Width 16, and 2 Decimal Places.

6. Use the calculator to update the values
for Acres. Access the calculator the
same way that you did for “Area” but
this time for “Acres”. Double click on
[Area]. Then double click on /. Then
type 4046.8564. The formula should
look like. “[Area] / 4046.8564". Click
on “OK”

7. Stop editing by selecting <Table> 
<Stop Editing>. Click on <Yes> to save


